
APPENDIX 1B

EXTRACT of the MINUTES of a meeting of the POLICY DEVELOPMENT GROUP held in the 
Council Chamber, Council Offices, Coalville on WEDNESDAY, 10 JANUARY 2018 

Present:  Councillor M Specht (Chairman)

Councillors N Clarke, T Eynon, J Geary, D Harrison, G Hoult, P Purver, V Richichi, A C Saffell 
and N Smith 

In Attendance: Councillors R Johnson, J Legrys and S Sheahan 

Portfolio Holders: Councillors R D Bayliss and T J Pendleton

Officers:  J Arnold, Ms T Ashe, Ms K Greenbank, Mr G Jones, Mr C Lambert, Mr J Newton, 
Mr D Scruton, Mrs R Wallace and Miss E Warhurst

31. DRAFT REVENUE BUDGET PROPOSALS, GENERAL FUND AND HOUSING 
REVENUE ACCOUNT

The Financial Planning Team Manager presented the report to Members and highlighted 
the proposal to not increase council tax for the ninth year.  She also informed Members 
that the Performance Working Group had met earlier in the day to discuss the proposals 
and comments received were positive.
 
Councillor J Geary referred to the forecast reduction in CCTV income and asked for 
further details as to why this was.  The Financial Planning Team Manager agreed to 
provide the information outside of the meeting.  

Regarding the Housing Revenue Account rent budgets, Councillor J Geary asked why 
only 58 percent of properties were at their target rent at the end of October 2017.  The 
Director of Housing explained that when rent targets were introduced nationally, the 
Council decided to maintain rent at a lower level rather than making increases as other 
local authorities had, this meant that NWLDC was behind with targets.  Now that the 
Government has stopped local authorities from increasing rent, NWLDC were unable to 
close the gap.

Councillor D Harrison felt that maintaining zero percent increase in council tax for nine 
continuous years was a real achievement and was something to be proud of.   

Councillor T Eynon raised concerns regarding the potential shortfalls identified for the 
future and the need for refinancing to address it.  The Director of Housing explained that 
there were many financial variables over the next 25 years and the Council would be 
paying off significant amounts over the time period.  He reassured Members that it was 
normal practice to refinance and officers were comfortable with the proposals.  He added 
that the figures in front of Members indicated the worst scenario.

Councillor N Smith commented that it was difficult to know what financial position the 
Council would be in in 25 years’ time and was therefore happy with the response from the 
Director of Housing.  He also shared Councillor D Harrison’s views on the zero percent 
increase in council tax and was especially proud that all services had still been retained.

It was moved by Councillor D Harrison, seconded by Councillor V Richichi and

RESOLVED THAT:

a) The report be noted.

b) The comments made be fed back to Cabinet when considering the report on 6 
February 2018.



32. DRAFT CAPITAL PROGRAMMES 2018/19 - 2022/23

The Financial Planning Team Manager presented the report to Members.  It was noted 
that the proposed extensions to Lindon Way depot and finance review as detailed would 
be subject to a future report to Cabinet.   She also informed Members that the 
Performance Working Group had met earlier in the day to discuss the proposals and 
comments received were positive.

Councillor T Eynon raised concerns regarding the elevator in the council offices as it was 
very outdated and prevented people from attending meetings in the building.  She asked if 
this would be looked at as part of the capital programme.  The Director of Housing 
explained that he was aware of the issue as the elevator was coming to the end of its 
natural life.  He assured Members that it was being looked at as part of a number of 
improvements but no plans had been made yet. 

Councillor V Richichi felt that a £60,000 budget for mowers was too much and asked if 
this was an actual cost or an estimation.  The Financial Planning Team Manager agreed 
to gain some further information and let Councillor V Richichi have a response outside of 
the meeting.  Councillor V Richichi asked for a list of costings for all of the equipment they 
were purchasing.

Regarding the Lindon Way workshop extension, Councillor N Clarke understood 
discussions were being had relating to buying an additional vehicle rather than buying 
bigger replacement vehicles, therefore the extension would not be required.  The 
Financial Planning Team Manager believed that it was the additional cost of manning an 
additional vehicle that made the decision to follow the extension route but would 
investigate and provide a response outside of the meeting.

Councillor J Geary questioned why money was being put aside to make improvements to 
plumbing that was still running at Hermitage Leisure Centre when it has been agreed to 
build a new leisure facility.  The Director of Housing explained that the pipework and tank 
referred to would not be replaced whilst it was still operational but as it was coming to the 
end of its lifespan, it was necessary to budget for replacement in case it was required.

It was moved by Councillor D Harrison, seconded by Councillor V Richichi and

RESOLVED THAT:

a) The report be noted.

b) The comments made be fed back to Cabinet when considering the report on 6 
February 2018.

Councillor A C Saffell left the meeting at 7.39pm.

Councillor N Smith left the meeting at 8.00pm.

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm


